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Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Office, 


14,  Temple  Street,  Birmingham, 

25th  January , 1909. 

TEo  tbe  Ibealtb  Committee,  BrbiiiQton  ^District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Fourteenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  under  your  charge. 
This  comprises  the  Hamlets  of  Erdington  and  Witton,  and 
includes  the  following  Public  Institutions: — The  Aston  Union 
Workhouse,  the  Cottage  Homes,  the  Jalfray  Hospital,  the  Mason 
Orphanage,  a portion  of  the  Aston  Manor  Infectious  Hospital, 
St.  Thomas's  Abbey,  Oscott  College,  St.  John’s  Home,  and  the 
Branch  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  Lunatic  Asylum. 

AREA. 

2.  The  area  of  the  district  is  4,550  acres,  of  which  3,610  are 
in  Erdington,  and  940  in  Witton. 

3.  There  has  been  no  alteration  in  Ward  Boundaries,  and  the 
District,  as  before,  is  divided  into  five  Wards,  and  in  the  tables 
of  mortality  and  sickness  appended,  the  statistics  will  be  found  set 
down  in  the  various  Wards.  This  is  of  importance,  because  it 
permits  us  to  see  where  any  excessive  mortality  occurs,  or  where 
there  is  a prevalence  of  zymotic  disease. 

POPULATION. 

4.  The  cpiestion  of  ascertaining  the  exact  population,  except  in 
years  of  the  Official  Census,  is  a very  important  one,  as  it  is  obvious 
that  the  accuracy  of  the  various  rates  set  down,  depends  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  estimation  of  population  made. 
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Although  it  is  now  8 years  since  the  last  Census,  I am 
enabled  to  judge  very  correctly  of  the  number  of  residents 
in  the  District,  because,  as  in  past  years,  the  Surveyor  has  had 
the  number  of  houses  in  the  middle  of  the  year  carefully  ascer- 
tained. Me  informs  me  that  on  the  30th  June,  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  was  5,999,  and  adopting  the  figure  that  was 
found  to  be  the  average  at  last  Census,  for  the  number  of  persons 
in  each  house,  our  population  is  estimated  to  be  30,501. 

5.  This  figure,  of  course,  includes  the  inmates  of  the  public 
institutions  in  the  District,  the  majority  of  whom  have  no  con- 
nection with  the  District.  After  eliminating  this  alien 
element,  we  find  the  population  to  be  28,560,  and  this  I adopt  as 
the  population  of  the  District  for  1908. 

6.  The  figures  for  the  Hamlet  of  Erdington  are  25,951,  and 
for  Witton  2,609.  Both  of  these  shew  an  increase,  but,  as  was 
to  be  expected,  the  increase  is  much  more  marked  in  Erdington 
than  in  Witton. 


BIRTHS. 

7.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  births — 370  males  and  384 
females  have  been  registered  during  the  year.  This  is  43  more 
than  the  number  registered  in  the  previous  year,  and  calculated 
on  the  estimated  population  given  above,  shews  our  birth-rate 
to  have  been  25.90,  compared  with  26.69  in  1907. 

8.  This  figure  is  somewhat  lower  than  that  of  the  previous 
year,  but  somewhere  about  the  average  of  the  previous  3mar,  and 
looking  at  the  birth-rates  observed  throughout  the  county  and  the 
country  generally,  cannot  be  considered  unsatisfactory. 

9.  I regret  again  to  have  to  report  that  a considerable  number 
of  the  births  were  illegitimate,  the  number  being  60,  compared 
with  62  in  the  previous  year  ; but  as  in  past  years  it  is  a fact 
that  nearly  all  the  children  were  not  those  of  the  residents  of  the 


5 


District,  in  fact  only  6 of  the  births  were  illegitimate  among  the 
regular  residents.  The  other  54  were  children  of  women  who 
entered  the  Workhouse  before  being  confined. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Workhouse  receives  paupers 
not  only  from  the  District  but  from  the  whole  of  the  large  Parish 
of  Aston,  which  includes  a considerable  portion  of  the  City  of 
Birmingham . 


DEATHS. 

10.  Seven  hundred  and  forty-five  deaths — namely,  393  males 
and  352  females — were  registered  in  the  District,  compared  with 
753  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  196  occurred  in  Erdington, 
21  in  Witton,  518  at  the  Workhouse,  7 at  the  Jaffray  Hospital, 
and  3 at  the  Glenthorne  Branch  Asylum. 

11.  A large  proportion  of  these  deaths  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  District,  in  fact  the  total  number  to  be  debited  to 
it  is  254,  namely  112  males  and  142  females.  All  the  other 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  removed  from  Birmingham  and  other 
outside  districts,  as  paupers  to  the  Workhouse,  to  Jaffray  Hos- 
pital and  to  Glenthorne  Asylum.  Before,  however,  we  can 
definitely  determine  our  correct  death-rate,  we  must  add  to  those 
occurring  in  the  District,  the  deaths  of  residents,  which  occurred 
outside  the  District,  particularly  in  the  Birmingham  Hospitals, 
and  other  Institutions.  This  having  been  calculated  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, (largely  due  to  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Robertson,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  City  of  Birmingham,)  and  with  all  the  corrections 
as  stated  made,  I find  the  death-rate  on  the  estimated  population 
for  the  year  to  be  8.72.  Last  vear  the  corrected  death-rate  was 
8.78,  and  at  the  time  I stated  that  this  was  a record  for  tire 
District.  It  is  much  more  satisfactory,  therefore,  again  to  be  able 
to  show  a further  slightly  diminished  death-rate,  and  to  see  that 
the  year  1908  still  holds  the  record  as  having  the  lowest  de^th- 
rate  recorded  in  the  District.  I find  that  the  rate  is  1.81  per 
thousand  below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  vears. 
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12.  The  following  Table  shows  at  a glance  the  birth,  death, 
and  zymotic  death  rates  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Rate. 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Birth 

26*50 

26-02 

27-00 

31-79 

25-48 

25-79 

25-4 

24  1 

25-76 

26  69 

25-90 

Death 

10-70 

11-58 

11-00 

1115 

9-81 

1110 

10-8 

9-85 

10-52 

8-78 

8-72 

Zymotic 

1*34 

19 

1-29 

1-02 

0-73 

117 

1-7 

0-57 

0-73 

0-52 

0-72 

13.  The  Table  given  below  compares  the  death-rate  for  the 
year  with  those  of  the  neighbouring  Districts,  and  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales. 


1908 

Erdington. 

c5 

Aston 

Manor. 

Sutton 

Coldfield. 

England. 

8-72 

13-5 

9-5 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

14.  Of  the  254  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  only  47 
occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a percentage 
to  the  total  deaths  of  18.5,  and  a rate  of  infant  mortality  of  69 
per  1,000  registered  births. 

15.  The  following  Table  shows  the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality 
compared  with  the  total  number  of  Births  and  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  district  : — 


Annual  Rate 
of 

Mortality. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
One  Year 
to 

Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Children  under 
Five  Years 
to 

Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
One  Year 
to 

Registered 

Births. 

8 72 

18-5 

25-98 

6-9 
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16.  It  is  a matter  for  great  congratulation  that  this  figure  for 
Infant  Mortality  remains  so  satisfactory,  because  it  is  only  of 
late  years  that  Infant  Mortality  has  been  satisfactory  in  the 
District.  Although  the  figure  is  slightly  above  that  of  last  year, 
it  is  hardly  above  what  may  be  called  the  figure  for  non-prevent- 
able  Infant  Mortality,  and  therefore  it  is  the  more  satisfactory. 
It  is  also  a point  for  congratulation  that  the  rate  remained  so 
low  in  a year  following  a record  figure,  like  that  of  1907. 

17.  The  following  are  the  causes  of  the  deaths  registered,  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age: — Whooping  cough,  2;  diarrhoea, 
6 ; premature  birth,  8 ; atrophy  and  marasmus,  5;  meningitis,  1 ; 
convulsions,  3;  congenital  defects,  3;  pneumonia,  3;  bronchitis, 
4 ; enteritis,  2 ; injury  at  birth,  1 ; gastro  intestinal  catarrh,  1 ; 
tabes  mesenterica,  2 ; laryngitis,  1 ; overlying,  1 ; other  causes,  4. 

18.  Looking  at  the  causes  of  death,  we  find,  that  although 
those  registered  from  diarrhoea  were  rather  above  that  of  the 
previous  year,  yet,  looking  at  the  fact  that  a considerable  portion 
of  the  summer  was  warm  and  dry,  the  figure  is  satisfactory.  I 
cannot  help  considering,  looking  at  the  size  of  the  District,  that 
we  are  particularly  fortunate  in  having  no  mortality  from 
measles,  and  but  2 deaths  from  whooping  cough. 

19.  Although  the  mortality  figure  is  a good  one,  I cannot 
help  thinking  that  it  is  important  that  everything  possible  should 
be  done  to  maintain  the  present  condition,  and  I am  of  opinion 
that  nothing  would  promote  this  better  than  the  adoption  by  the 
District  Council  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

20.  During  the  past  year  or  so  I have  endeavoured  to  deal  with 
the  matter  by  allowing  one  of  the  County  Council  Health 
Visitors  to  visit,  as  far  as  possible,  infants  as  they  were  born, 
but  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School 
Children  has  now  come  into  operation,  there  will  be  less  time  and 
opportunity  in  the  future  for  attending  to  the  condition  of 
newly-born  infants. 
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21.  The  figures  as  stated  above  apply  to  children  born  only 
of  real  residents  in  the  District.  I have  previously  shewn  the 
peculiar  condition  existing,  in  that  we  have  a Workhouse  within 
our  bounds  used  for  a population  ten  times  greater  than  our  own. 
I have  also  stated  that  a large  number  of  illegitimate  children 
are  born  in  the  Workhouse,  and  have  no  connection  with  our 
District.  If,  however,  we  calculate  all  these  deaths,  as  well  as 
those  properly  belonging  to  us,  we  find  that  the  rate  is  still  a 
satisfactory  one,  being  91  per  thousand  of  the  registered  births. 

22.  The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  deaths  in 
each  quarter,  together  with  the  total  and  zymotic  death  rates  : — 


1907 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Zymo!  ic 
Death  Rate 
1908 

1st  quarter 

76 

10-64 

0-28 

2nd  ii 

53 

7-42 

0-70 

3rd  n 

50 

7-00 

0-98 

4th  H 

74 

10-35 

0-91 

23.  — As  has  been  the  case  for  several  years  past,  the  death  rate 
was  lowest  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year.  I find,  also,  that  it 
was  highest  in  the  first  quarter. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  was  highest  in  the  third  quarter,  and 
lowest  in  the  first  quarter. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

24.  Twenty-one  deaths  have  been  registered  from  the  seven 
principal  zymotic  diseases. 

The  deaths  registered  are  as  follows: — Whooping  cough,  3; 
typhoid  fever,  2;  diphtheria,  6;  scarlet  fever,  3;  and  diarrhoea,  7. 

25.  I can  again,  therefore,  state  that  there  has  been  no  marked 
mortality  from  any  of  the  zymotic  diseases. 

It  is  curious  that,  for  the  second  year  in  succession,  the  District 
has  been  so  remarkably  free  from  measles. 
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26.  Smallpox . — I am  again  able  to  report  that  not  a single 
case  of  this  disease  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

27.  Sea)  let  Fever. — Only  1 death  was  registered,  as  actually 
occurring  in  the  District.  Two  occurred  in  persons  removed  to  the 
Joint  Infectious  Hospital.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  189; 
so  that,  as  was  anticipated,  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  has 
been  more  marked  than  for  some  years.  Of  the  189  cases,  21 
occurred  in  Public  Institutions,  namely,  19  at  the  Cottage  Homes, 
and  2 at  the  Jaffray  Hospital.  One  of  the  cases  from  the  Cottage 
Homes  proved  fatal ; and  I have  heard  from  the  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Hospital  that  the  type  of  the  disease  has  been  generally 
more  severe  than  for  some  time  past. 

28.  The  bulk  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  year,  and  were  associated,  to  a considerable  extent,  with  the 
Infant  Department  of  the  Osborne  Poad  Schools.  One  child  was 
found  suffering  from  the  disease  when  the  School  was  medically 
inspected,  and  was  of  course  at  once  excluded. 

In  one  or  two  other  cases  it  is  probable  that  the  children  had 
suffered  from  the  disease  in  so  mild  a form  that  it  had  not  been 
suspected ; and  this  is  undoubtedly  the  reason  of  the  continued 
prevalence  for  a few  weeks  in  November  and  December,  infection 
having  been  spread  from  these  cases. 

29.  Measles. — For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  this  disease 
has,  for  the  most  part,  been  absent  from  our  midst.  Not  a single 
death  has  been  registered  from  it  during  the  year;  and  but  very 
few  cases  have  occurred. 

30.  Diphtheria. — I have  for  several  years  pointed  out  that 
one  of  the  curiosities,  in  a sanitary  sense,  of  the  Erdington  District 
is  a tendency  to  throat  illness  of  a diphtheritic  type.  Many  of 
these  cases  do  not  appear  to  be  true  diphtheria,  because  swabs 
are  frequently  sent  to  the  Pathological  Department  of  the 
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Univesity  of  Birmingham,  which  yield  a negative  result;  but  no 
doubt,  in  many  cases,  true  specific  diphtheria  occurs ; and  during 
the  year  under  review  32  cases  altogether  were  reported.  Six 
of  these  proved  fatal ; therefore  we  have  had  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases,  and  also  some  increase  in  the  severity  of  the 
type. 

31.  I personally  visited  the  houses  in  which  cases  occurred, 
making  full  inquiries  as  to  their  probable  origin. 

32.  The  disease  was  chiefly  prevalent  in  the  Short  Heath 
and  Bromford  Wards,  21  out  of  the  32  cases  occurring  in  these 
Wards. 

33.  In  the  cases  of  8 Patients,  I could  clearly  trace  direct 
importation  of  the  disease  from  outside  Districts.  In  several 
others,  the  patients  either  worked  in  Districts,  or  attended  school, 
outside  our  Boundary,  and  it  was  evident  that  these  were  the 
only  persons  in  the  household,  infected. 

In  one  case  I believe  infection  could  be  traced  to  a diseased  cat. 
Everything  was  done  by  the  Sanitary  Staff  to  limit  the  spread 
of  the  disease,  and  thorough  disinfection  was  carried  out  at  the 
end  of  each  of  the  cases. 

34.  I am  very  gratified  to  find  that  there  is  a greater  tendency 
for  practitioners  in  the  District  to  avail  themselves  of  the  County 
Council  scheme  for  the  examination  of  swabs  from  suspected 
throats ; but  I cannot  again  refrain  from  calling  attention  to  the 
importance  of  examination  of  swabs  when  a patient  has  apparently 
recovered,  before  it  is  definitely  certified  to  be  free  from  disease. 

35.  Evidence  has  accumulated  so  that  the  matter  is  now 
beyond  dispute  that  patients  apparently  well  may  be  the  hosts  of 
virulent  diphtheria  bacilli ; so  that  before  a child  is  allowed  to  mix 
with  others,  an  examination  of  one  or  more  swabs  from  the 
throat  should  be  made,  with  the  object  of  proving  the  absence  of 
virulent  bacilli.  Great  good  would  result  to  the  sanitary  con- 
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dition  of  the  district  if,  in  many  instances,  other  persons  in 
the  household  were  also  examined,  because  “ carriers  ’’  are 
known  to  exist,  that  is  persons  who,  without  suffering  from  the 
disease  at  all  themselves,  may  carry  bacilli  about  in  their  mouths, 
and  thus  be  the  innocent  means  of  infecting  others. 

36.  Typhoid  Fever. — Only  8 cases  were  notified  in  the  whole 
district,  of  which  3 occurred  in  public  institutions,  namely,  2 in 
the  Workhouse,  and  1 in  the  Branch  Asylum  at  Glenthorne,  so 
that  the  figure  to  be  debited  to  the  district  proper  is  only  5. 

37.  It  is  a still  more  satisfactory  and  remarkable  fact  that  in 
4 out  of  the  5 cases  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  im- 
ported into  the  district,  that  is,  all  of  them  were  suffering  from 
the  preliminary  symptoms  of  the  disease  on  return  from  visits  to 
other  places.  In  the  case  of  the  other,  the  infection  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  eating  of  oysters.  Every  effort  was  made  to  trace  the 
source  of  the  oysters,  but  this  was  found  to  be  impossible. 

38.  Whooping  Cough. — Though  this  disease  is  not  a notifiable 
one,  and  attacks,  as  a rule,  very  young  children,  1 have  reason  to 
believe  that  it  was  not  very  prevalent  during  the  year.  Only  3 
deaths  were  registered  from  it  in  the  district,  but  4 occurred  in 
the  Workhouse. 

39.  Diarrhoea. — 10  deaths  were  registered  due  to  this  disease, 
an  increase  of  2 on  the  number  recorded  in  the  previous  year.  Of 
these,  7 belonged  to  the  district  proper,  while  3 occurred  in  the 
Workhouse.  With  the  exception  of  1,  all  of  them  occurred  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age.  As  infantile  diarrhoea  is  a specific 
disease,  always  associated  with  autumnal  hot  weather,  the  fine 
summer  of  1908  certainly  pre-disposed  to  an  increased  prevalence, 
and  I think  that  on  the  whole  it  is  very  satisfactory  that  the 
number  of  deaths  was  as  low  as  it  appears  to  have  been.  This,  I 
think,  speaks  well  for  the  cleanness  of  the  soil  and  surroundings  of 
houses,  and  may  be  attributed  to  a considerable  extent  to  the 
excellent  arrangements  for  periodic  and  early  scavenging. 
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40.  Influenza. — Four  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  in- 
fluenza, but  I do  not  think  that  there  is  any  evidence  of  marked 
prevalence  of  the  disease,  as  the  deaths  from  pneumonia  were 
lower  than  in  the  two  previous  years. 

41.  Phthisis.- — I am  sorry  to  have  to  record  a considerable 
increase  in  the  mortality  from  consumption.  23  deaths  were 
registered,  compared  with  15  and  17  in  1907  and  1906  respec- 
tively. The  percentage  of  deaths  from  phthisis  to  total  deaths  in 
1907  was  6.4,  while  in  1908  the  figure  had  risen  to  9.  This  is 
somewhere  about  the  average  of  the  country,  and  therefore  is  not 
indicative  of  excessive  mortality.  In  the  Workhouse  the  mor- 
tality remains  high,  the  number  of  deaths  being  almost  exactly 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  namely,  84,  compared  with  83. 

42.  At  the  end  of  the  year  an  order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  was  issued,  making  the  notification  of  pauper  cases  com- 
pulsory. 'This  will  prove  of  considerable  value,  as  it  will  allow 
the  Sanitary  Staff  to  supervise  the  condition  under  which  pauper 
patients  live  outside  the  Workhouse,  and  to  take  such  steps,  by 
advice  and  otherwise,  as  will  minimise  the  risk  of  infection  to 
others. 

43.  In  every  case  occurring  in  the  district,  disinfection  of 
clothes  and  patients  and  of  rooms,  is  offered  by  the  Inspector 
immediately  on  the  death  or  removal  of  patients  becoming  known, 
and  it  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  the  relatives,  as  a rule, 
accept  quite  willingly  the  proffered  aid. 

44.  Cancer'. — The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  and  malignant 
disease  is  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  deaths 
registered  was  20,  compared  with  14  in  1907.  Looking  at  the 
increase  of  population,  there  is  no  evidence  of  a marked  increase  of 
the  prevalence  of  malignant  disease  in  the  district. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  ENQUIRIES  MADE  AS  TO  CONDITIONS 
INJURIOUS  TO  HEALTH,  AND  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 
ADVISED;  ALSO  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SUPERVISION 
EXERCISED  OVER  PLACES  AND  HOUSES  WHICH  THE 
SANITARY  AUTHORITY  HAVE  POWER  TO  REGULATE, 
WITH  THE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  REGARD  TO  OFFENSIVE 
TRADES. 

45.  During  the  year  the  Assistant  Inspector  has  been  engaged 
almost  continuously  on  systematic  inspection  of  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  the  results  of  his  inspection,  given  in  detailed  form  in 
the  appendix,  conclusively  prove  the  absolute  necessity  of  his 
appointment,  in  fact  with  a district  as  large  as  Erdington  has  now 
become  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  efficiently  conduct  the 
sanitary  work  without  the  valuable  aid  an  Assistant  Inspector 
can  render.  During  the  year  he  inspected  1,691  houses,  and  of 
these  no  less  than  629  showed  defects  that  required  remedying. 
In  129  cases  obstructed  or  defective  drains  were  found;  in  153 
defective  or  broken  water-closets,  and  in  no  less  than  69,  sinks 
were  found  defective.  In  all  cases  the  defects  have  been  remedied, 
and  the  effect,  therefore,  on  the  health  of  those  dwelling  under 
the  conditions  found  must  be  most  important. 


NOTIFICATION. 

46.  During  the  year  247  cases  have  been  notified,  of  which  216 
belonged  to  the  district  proper,  and  31  were  received  from  public 
institutions.  The  cost  of  notification  was  £28  15s. 


isolation. 

47.  Though  for  some  years  past  we  have  not  required  to  make 
much  use  of  our  excellent  Isolation  Hospital,  yet  during  1908 
the  value  of  the  institution  has  been  most  marked.  12.3  cases 
altogether  have  been  removed,  of  which  21  came  from  public  in- 
stitutions, while,  in  addition,  1 typhoid  fever  case  was  treated  at 
the  Birmingham  City  Hospital,  and  1 puerperal  fever  case  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
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48.  There  has  been  no  application  of  the  rough  and  ready 
rule  of  endeavouring  to  isolate  every  case  of  scarlet  fever  as  it 
was  reported,  but  regard  has  been  paid,  in  all  instances,  to  the 
condition  of  the  patients,  the  house,  and  the  surroundings  of  the 
patients,  before  an  order  was  issued  for  removal  to  Hospital.  In 
this  way,  while  efficiency  has  been  maintained,  economy  has  been 
borne  in  mind. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

49.  Forty  samples  of  water  have  been  analysed  during  the 
year ; twelve — one  each  month — from  the  public  supply  delivered 
by  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Birmingham,  and  28  from 
surface  wells.  22  of  these  were  found  to  be  polluted  with  organic 
matter,  doubtless  of  sewage  origin,  while  in  one  or  two  other 
cases  the  quality  was  somewhat  doubtful. 

50.  The  public  supply  has  been  consistently  of  good  quality, 
and  the  discolouration,  which  was  a cause  of  complaint  in  the 
autumn  of  previous  years,  has  been  much  less  marked.  I am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  every  source  of  supply  in  the 
district  has  been  examined  during  the  year,  and  at  the  present 
time  the  number  of  surface  wells  is  very  few. 

51.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  Water  Department  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  for  considerable 
extensions  of  water  mains,  and  when  the  houses  which  can  be  sup- 
plied from  these  extensions  are  so  supplied  the  number  of  surface 
wells  in  the  district  will  not  be  more  than  six,  and  these  will  be 
kept  under  constant  supervision. 

It  is  perhaps  an  interesting  fact  to  record,  looking  at  the  impor- 
tance of  pure  water  as  regards  the  dairying  industry,  that  every 
farm  house  in  the  district  will  shortly  be  supplied  with  the  pure 
Welsh  water  from  the  Corporation  mains. 
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ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 

52.  As  in  past  years,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  acting  under  the  Warwickshire 
County  Council.  No  additional  samples  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
by  your  Council  during  the  year. 


OVERCROWDING. 

53.  As  in  the  past,  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  anything 
approaching  overcrowding.  Only  one  such  case  was  reported  or 
found  during  the  year,  and  this  was  dealt  with  without  delay  by 
the  Inspector. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

54.  Only  one  trade  coming  under  this  head  exists  in  the  dis- 
trict, in  Hampton  Road.  This,  you  may  remember,  was  the  cause 
of  considerable  trouble  in  the  previous  year,  and  I am  pleased  to 
state  that  owing  to  the  altered  conditions  now  obtaining  in  the 
conduct  of  the  business,  only  one  complaint  has  been  received.  As 
a matter  of  fact,  little  is  done  here  now  except  to  receive  and 
pack  sausage  skins,  so  that  they  may  be  sent  to  a works  outside 
the  district. 


SCHOOLS. 

55.  I only  judged  it  desirable  to  close  one  school  during  the 
year,  namely,  Deykin  Avenue  Infants’  School,  owing  to  the  pre-  • 
valence  of  whooping  cough,  in  March. 

56.  In  the  late  autumn  I ordered  the  disinfection  of  the  Infant 
Department  of  the  Osborne  Road  Schools,  on  account  of  an  out- 
break of  scarlet  fever.  This  was  carried  out  by  the  Inspector. 


16 


NEW  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

57.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Humphries,  the  Surveyor  to 
the  District  Council,  for  the  following  particulars  of  the  work 
done  in  his  department : — 

NEW  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

Eighty-eight  plans  for  new  roads,  buildings,  etc.,  were  submitted  to  the 
Highways  & Buildings  Committee  for  their  consideration,  repre- 
senting five  new  roads,  419  dwelling  houses,  including  12  shops,  32 
additions  and  alterations  to  existing  buildings,  1 church,  3 works, 

3 schools,  and  17  miscellaneous  buildings. 

Of  these  75  plans  were  approved,  representing  372  dwelling  houses,  including 
12  shops,  30  additions  and  alterations  to  existing  buildings,  1 church, 

1 school,  2 works,  and  10  miscellaneous  buildings. 

Thirteen  plans  were  disapproved,  representing  47  dwelling  houses, 

2 schools,  1 works,  2 alterations  and  additions  to  existing  buildings, 
and  7 miscellaneous  buildings. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  returns  of  approved  Plans  for  each  year 
for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Description. 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

| 

19031904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Dwelling  Houses  ... 

545 

229 

308 

514 

550 

430 

458 

777 

476 

372 

New  Roads 

1 

10 

5 

3 

3 

5 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Alterations  and  Additiuns 

11 

19 

6 

19 

27 

30 

18 

18 

12 

30 

Schools 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

9 

SmJ 

1 

2 

1 

Churches  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Works 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Works  Extensions 

2 

— 

Hotels 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

17 

19 

11 

10 

26 

16 

20 

15 

23 

10 

Totals 

576 

280 

334 

552 

609 

482 

499 

821 

522 

416 

58.  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  continued  depression  in  general  trade  is  still  profoundly  affecting  the 
local  building  trade,  so  much  so  that  although  the  work  of  the 
erection  of  houses  in  the  Erdington  District  was  up  to  its  average 
briskness  during  the  year  1907,  it  dropped  off  considerably  during 
the  year  1908,  as  will  be  perceived  from  the  foregoing  table.  The 
number  of  plans  approved  for  new  buildings  in  the  year  1908  is  the 
smallest  in  any  year  since  1901. 
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Two  new  Estates  upon  the  Bromford  side  of  the  district  are  about  to  be 
developed  for  building  purposes,  the  estates  lying  between  Bromford 
Lane  and  Wheelwright  Road,  more  than  two  miles  of  new  roads  will 
be  laid  out,  and  there  will  be  room  for  the  erection  of  houses  to 
accommodate  a population  of  about  6,000. 


Amongst  the  new  buildings  erected  during  the  year  is  the  large  and 
up-to-date  Factory  built  for  the  Sutherland  Meter  Company  at 
Witton,  this  making  the  fourth  establishment  of  important  works 
there,  showing  an  increasing  appreciation  of  the  great  facilities  and 
advantages  Witton  possesses  for  the  installation  of  new  industries. 


Other  new  buildings  include  the  new  Council  Schools  in  Moorend  Lane, 
and  St.  Margaret’s  Church  in  Somerset  Road.  The  latter  building 
has  been  erected  upon  somewhat  novel  lilies,  it  having  been 
constructed  with  hollow  terra  cotta  block  walls,  having  steel 
stanchions  to  strengthen  them.  The  appearance  of  the  building  is 
most  pleasing,  and,  as  it  was  erected  in  lieu  of  a corrugated  iron 
building,  the  superiority  of  such  a building  from  every  point  of 
view  is  most  marked. 


The  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  and  about  to  be  commenced 
include  many  of  a larger  kind,  and  it  is  a matter  of  comment  how 
very  readily  houses  of  rentals  from  £35  to  £50  are  let  in  Erdington. 


The  new  houses  now  in  course  of  erection  number  185. 


59.  INSPECTION  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  work  of  building  inspection  continues  to  be  very  heavy,  especially 
now  that  the  building  area  has  so  extended.  Every  effort  is 
however  made  to  cope  with  it,  and  the  Assistant  Surveyor,  with 
some  assistance  from  a junior,  has  to  devote  most  of  his  time  to  this 
work. 


Great  care  is  exercised  in  regard  to  the  new  drainage,  all  main  and 
important  branch  drains  being  water-tested  before  being  approved, 
which  sometimes  involves  three  or  four  visits  to  a house  for  tha 
purpose  alone. 
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60.  GENERAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


The  following  new  roads  have  been  in  course  of  construction  during 
the  year,  viz.  : — 


Bickford  Road  ... 

• * • • • * 

270  yards. 

Dulverton  Road 

• • • • • « 

453 

yy 

Doidge  Road 

• *•»  » •-« 

288 

yy 

Dolman  Road  ... 

• • • • • • 

440 

yy 

Kings  Road 

• • • • • • 

322 

yy 

Queens  Road 

• . • . . , 

250 

y y 

Rosary  Road 

• • • , , « 

383 

yy 

St.  Thomas’  Road 

• • • • • « 

284 

yy 

Grant  Road 

• • • • • • 

333 

yy 

Gladstone  Road  (Extension)  ... 

47 

y y 

Mona  Road 

• • • . # t 

78 

yy 

Newman  Road  ... 

r • • 9 • • 

270 

yy 

Oval  Road 



290 

yy 

Sycamore  Road.. 

• • • . , , 

290 

yy 

Church  Road,  Boldmere 

83 

yy 

Total  length 


4081  lineal  yards. 


61.  NEW  HIGHWAYS. 

Silverbirch  Road,  Gladstone  Road,  Albert  Road,  and  Victoria  Road  have 
been  “ taken  over”  by  the  Council  and  declared  highways  repairable 
by  the  inhabitants  at  large. 

62.  MAKING  UP  PRIVATE  STREETS. 

The  following  roads  have  been  “ made  up  ” under  the  Private  Street 
Works  Act  1892: — Hampton  Road  (180  lineal  yards)  and  Trafalgar 
Road  (200  lineal  yards) , a total  length  of  380  lineal  yards. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  “making  up”  part  of  Dolman  Road 
(171  lineal  yards),  Francis  Road  (181  lineal  yards),  Anchorage 
Road  (119  lineal  yards),  and  part  of  Kings  Road  (58  lineal  yards). 

63.  PUBLIC  STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Street  widenings  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  High  Street 
(near  Coton  Lane),  Reservoir  Road,  Moorend  Lane  and  Slade 
Road. 

The  scheme  for  laying  out  the  Oval  as  an  open  space  with  paved  spaces 
and  Shrubberies,  is  nearly  completed,  as  is  also  the  work  of  widening 
and  making  up  the  adjoining  Oval  Road. 
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Kerbing,  channelling,  and  paving  footpaths  have  been  carried  out  in 
Gravelly  Hill,  Station  Road,  Erdington,  Summer  Road,  Somerset 
Road,  Summer  Lane,  Woodend  Road,  and  Cecil  Road, 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  for  widening  Slade  Road,  between  Kings 
Road  and  Reservoir  Road,  and  will  be  shortly  carried  out. 

A scheme  is  under  consideration  for  carrying  out  a great  deal  of  curbing 
and  channelling  and  paving  footpaths  in  several  of  the  more 
important  roads. 

64.  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

69  Connections  from  private  properties  to  the  public  sewers  have  been 
made. 

The  sewer  in  Witton  Road  has  been  extended  towards  the  river  bridge, 
to  drain  the  new  works  there. 

The  sewer  in  Goosemore  Lane  has  been  extended  183  yards  to  drain 
houses  in  Court  Lane. 

A length  of  drain  in  New  Street,  137  yards  long,  has  been  re-constructed. 

A sewer  in  Orphanage  Road  has  been  extended  66  yards,  from  Chester 
Road  towards  Harman  Road. 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  and  is  in  course  of  being  carried  out  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  Short  Heath  Main  Intercepting  Sewer  and 
the  Gravelly  Lane  Intercepting  Sewer. 

This  work  includes  the  enlargement  of  2,005  yards  of  sewer,  and  its 
construction  will  effect  a great  improvement  in  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  lower  levels  of  the  Short  Hpath  district. 

A report  has  been  presented  dealing  with  the  Southern  Outfalls  of  the 
district,  and  a detailed  scheme  is  now  being  prepared  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  Council. 

A scheme  has  also  been  prepared  dealing  with  the  question  of  the 
drainage  to  the  lower  portion  of  Bromford,  but  that  matter  is 
standing  over  for  the  present. 

A surface  water  drain  has  been  laid  in  Reservoir  Lane. 

A scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation  for  enlarging  the  sewer  in  Slade 
Road  from  George  Road  to  Kings  Road. 

The  sewers  generally  have  been  kept  in  good  condition  by  constant 
inspection  and  flushing,  and  very  few  complaints  have  been 
received  in  connection  with  smells  from  them. 
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65.  MISCELLANEOUS  WORKS. 

Schemes  are  being  prepared,  and  will  shortly  be  carried  out,  for  the 
provision  of  Public  Lavatories  in  the  District. 


Lavatories  attached  to  license  premises  which  open  into  the  roads  are 
now  periodically  flushed  and  disinfected  by  the  sewer  men,  and  this 
appears  to  have  effected  a great  improvement  in  their  condition. 


A new  and  wider  bridge  has  been  built  over  the  canal  crossing  Kingsbury 
Road  at  Butler’s  Bridge. 


The  bridge  over  the  stream  at  Bromford  has  been  widened. 

A new  Park  of  33  acres  in  area,  containing  a Reservoir  17  acres,  has-been 
purchased  by  the  Council,  and  a scheme  for  laying  it  out  with 
Walks,  Swimming  Baths,  Boat  House,  Shelters,  Children’s  play 
ground,  etc. , has  been  prepared. 


The  Council  have  also  purchased  13^  acres  of  land  in  Court  Lane,  to  be 
used  as  a Public  Park  and  Recreation  ground  for  the  Short  Heath 
District. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL  REPORT. 

66.  HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

During  the  year  1908,  the  total  number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed  was 
5,280,  as  compared  with  5,138  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
loads  of  “dry”  refuse  was  4,739,  as  compared  with  4,605;  and  of 
nightsoil  541,  as  compared  with  533  in  the  previous  year. 


The  number  of  separate  removals  of  house  refuse  was  279,797,  as  com* 
pared  with  240,264  in  the  year  1907. 


The  weekly  collection  of  the  refuse  proceeds  very  satisfactorily,  and  it  is 
only  occasionally  that  there  is  a complaint  of  an  odd  house  or  so 
being  missed. 


The  system  of  the  use  of  iron  ash  bins  very  badly  requires  extending  to 
all  those  houses  not  yet  supplied,  the  removal  of  refuse  from  such 
houses  being  a most  objectionable,  unhealthy  and  unsightly 
proceeding. 
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The  only  remark  I would  like  to  make  in  reference  to  the  Sur- 
veyor's Report,  is  that  I thoroughly  agree  with  his  last  paragraph 
as  to  the  desirability  of  replacing  ash  pits  by  sanitary  iron  bins. 
It  would  be  a great  advantage  to  everyone  concerned  if  these  bins 
could  be  supplied  to  all  the  houses  in  the  district. 

67.  I should  like  again  to  state  that  I have  been  greatly 
pleased  with  the  excellent  way  in  which  the  Scavenging  and 
Removal  of  Refuse  has  been  carried  on,  and  I have  little  doubt 
that  the  very  excellent  statistics  recorded  in  the  District  are 
largely  due  to  the  increased  cleanliness  in  and  around  houses  on 
account  of  good  administration  in  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

68.  In  addition  to  the  work  done  in  the  Surveyor’s  Depart- 
ment, the  Inspector  reports  that  23  midden  privies  were  con- 
verted into  water  closets,  and  at  the  present  time  I am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report  that  there  is  hardly  a privy  midden  remaining 
in  the  district  in  a place  where  it  is  possible  for  water-closets  to  be 
fixed  and  suitably  drained. 


VACCINATION. 

69.  The  table  in  the  appendix  shews  that  as  regards  vacci- 
nation Erdington  still  remains  a well  protected  district.  Out  of 
733  births  registered,  632  were  reported  as  successfully  vaccinated. 
Twenty  parents  obtained  certificates  of  conscientious  objection  to 
vaccination,  one  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  allowing  for 
15  cases  under  postponement,  only  4 remained  unaccounted  for  at 
the  end  of  the  statistical  year, 

In  these  days,  when  such  strong  efforts  are  being  made  to  arouse 
hostility  to  vaccination,  I am  of  opinion  that  this  return  is  par- 
ticularly satisfactory,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the  Vaccination 
Officer  for  the  tactful  and  energetic  way  in  which  he  has  performed 
his  duties. 
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SYSTEMATIC  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

70.  I have  already  referred  to  the  work  done  by  the  Sub- 
Inspector,  which  I also  pointed  out  in  the  previous  year,  and  I 
only  need  say  now  that  the  chief  work  of  this  Officer  has  been  a 
sytematic  inspection.  This  I hope  to  continuously  maintain,  as 
experience  shews  that  much  property  recently  erected  can  only  be 
maintained  in  a good  sanitary  condition  by  constant  supervision. 


COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

71.  Every  cowshed,  milkshop,  and  dairy  in  the  district  has 
been  frequently  inspected,  and  I am  pleased  to  state  that  the 
visits  have  generally  proved  satisfactory.  At  the  present  time, 
with  the  knowledge  we  possess  of  the  dangers  connected  with  the 
use  of  improperly  produced  milk,  it  is  most  important  that  every- 
thing should  be  done  to  maintain  not  only  the  cowsheds,  but  the 
cows  themselves,  and  the  persons  of  the  milkers  in  the  best  and 
cleanest  condition  ; and  although  not  only  locally  but  throughout 
the  country,  much  milk  is  produced  under  conditions  not  ideal, 
yet  on  the  whole,  compared  with  similar  districts,  the  conditions 
may  be  considered  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

72.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  four  in  the  number  of  work- 
shops in  the  district,  so  that  70  now  appear  on  the  Register.  The 
Return  in  the  Appendix  gives  the  details  of  sanitary  work  done 
for  improving  their  condition.  In  three  instances,  additional 
water-closets  have  been  provided,  either  in  addition  to  or  in  place 
of  pan  closets.  The  condition  in  which  they  have  been  kept  is 
reported  by  the  Inspector  as  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  while  the 
means  of  ventilation  have  been  properly  maintained. 
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CONCLUSION. 

73.  In  concluding  a Report  as  satisfactory  as  the  present  one 
is,  it  is  difficult  to  say  anything  more  than  I have  been  able  to  say 
in  previous  years.  Last  year  I stated  that  the  death-rate  was  the 
lowest  ever  recorded.  The  same  may  be  said  again  this  year;  and 
although  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  slightly  higher,  it  is  still 
within  the  figures  which  may  be  accounted  satisfactory. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  increased,  and  although  there 
has  been  a lull  in  the  activity  of  house  building,  which  has  been 
noticed  of  late  years,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  lull  is 
a temporary  one,  and  that  new  activity  will  be  observed  as  trade 
conditions  improve. 

74.  It  is  important  in  summing  up  the  results  of  the  work  to 
point  out  the  directions  in  which  future  improvements  should  lie, 
but  the  district  is  in  such  an  excellent  state  as  regards  its  sani- 
tation, that  the  points  to  which  attention  require  to  be  given  are 
comparatively  minor.  With  a complete  and  pure  water  supply, 
a good  and  continually  extending  system  of  sewers,  with  excel- 
lent scavenging  and  constant  inspection  of  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  buildings ; with  a good  system  of  Bye  Laws,  and  with 
Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  it 
would  appear  that  there  is  little  to  which  attention  may  be 
called. 

75.  I consider,  however,  that  one  of  the  most  urgent  matters 
calling  for  consideration  is  the  institution  of  a Destructor  or 
other  means  for  dealing  with  the  household  refuse  collected  by 
the  Surveyor's  Department. 

I consider  also  that  in  the  near  future  something  should  be 
done  to  enable  the  Surveyor  to  keep  a better  hold  over  the  erection 
of  small  house  property.  From  facts  in  my  possession,  I know 
that  he  has  great  difficulty  in  exercising  that  full  supervision  over 
houses  in  course  of  construction,  which  from  a sanitary  point  of 
view,  is  very  desirable. 
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76.  I must  again  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  the  Members 
of  the  Committee,  and  my  brother  officers,  for  the  courtesy  atid 
help  extended  in  performing  the  duties  of  my  office.  I have  no 
hesitation  in  stating  that  the  smooth  working  of  my  Department, 
and  much  of  the  good  work  done,  is  due  to  the  good  feeling 
existing,  and  the  willing  co-operation  always  afforded. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  II.—  Erdington  Urban  District. 
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Membranous  croup 

Erysipelas... 

Scarlet  fever 
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Puerperal  fever  ... 
Plague 
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Isolation  Hospital;  Aston  Manor  Joint  Hospital,  partly  in  Perry  Barr  and  Erdington  Urban  Districts, 


TABLE  iV. — Erdington  Urban  District. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  year  1908. 
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TABLE  VII. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
Department  during  the  Year  1908,  in  the  Urban 
Sanitary  District  of  Erdington. 


0> 

a a 
03  S 
2 * 

GO 

T2 

a)  U 

.2  £» 

-i  ">  • »— < 

° o 

'V 

* § 
rQ  .2 
ci  -(-> 

h-i  r* 

.2  o 
-*-1 
o 

<D 

a.  > 

Bi 

r-  a> 

£ 2 
. ^ 

2 ^ 
1* 

Nuisances 

after  No 

o 

Dwelling 

"Foul  Conditions 

2151 

14 

504 

Houses 

Structural  Defects 

2053 

13 

613 

and 

Overcrowding  ... 

12 

— 

i 

Schools. 

Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

15 

— 

3 

Lodging  Houses 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

157 

— 

12 

Cow  Sheds 

129 

3 

17 

Bakehouses 

89 

7 

Slaughter-Houses 

Canal  Boats 

43 

— 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

115 

3 

23 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

98 



37 

Water  Closets  .. . 

718 

15 

209 

House 

Defective  Traps 

No  Disconnection 

316 

187 

67 

43 

Drainage. 

Other  Faults  ... 

506 

17 

173 

Water  Supply  ... 

86 

22 

22 

Pigsties 

144 

1 

19 

Animals  improperly  kept 

294 

2 

109 

Offensive  Trades 

43 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

159 

1 

14 

Other  Nuisances 

363 

3 

47 

Totals 

7663 

94 

1923 
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TABLE  VII. — continued. 


No. 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Food  found  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ...  •••  22 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 


Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ... 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ,,  ,,  .,  ,, 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious 
Disease 

Convictions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious 
Disease 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 
Convictions  ,,  „ ,,  „ ,, 

Drains  tested  with  Smoke  Machine 
,,  found  Defective 
Licenses  issued  for  Hackney  Carriages 
,,  for  Drivers  and  Conductors 

,,  for  Pawnbrokers  ... 

,,  for  Gamedealers  ... 

,,  for  Benzoline  and  Petrol ... 


192 

220 

5 


64 

31 

9 

20 


WALTER  BROWN,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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TABLE  VIII.— Erdlngton  Urban  District  Council 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 


Extract  from  Register. 


No.  in 
Regis 
ter 


31 


Nature  of  work  carried  on 


Baking  Bread  and  Confectionery... 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Bakehouse  (not  used  at  present)  ... 
Baking  Bread 
Baking 
ditto 

Farrier  and  Wheelwright  ... 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto  

ditto 

ditto 

ditto  

Farriers 

ditto 

ditto 

Bicycle  Making 

ditto  ...  

ditto 
Saw  Mill 
Laundrying  ... 
ditto  _ ... 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto  

ditto 

ditto  

Printing  ...  

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Carpentry  and  Joinery 
Carpentry  and  Joinery,  & piumbing 

Carpentry  and  Joinery 


Nature  and  amount  of 
moving  power 

Cubic 

capacity 

No.  of 
persons 
that 
may  be 
em- 
ployed. 

No.  of  persons 

employed 

Water  closet 

accommodation 

c 

0 

Women 

Young 

1 persons 

Child’n 

Total 

a 

0 

3 

Women 

1 

Nil 

2088 

8 

_ 

1 



2945 

11 

6 

6 

1 

_ 

2230 

8 

4 

4 

1 

— 

3800 

15 

4 

4 

1 

_ 

936 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5170 

20 

3 

3 

1 

— 

960 

3 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1620 

6 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1089 

4 

1 

1 

1 



Steam  power 

4600 

18 

6 

6 

1 

_ 

Nil 

1050 

4 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1330 

5 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

J 5 

1146 

4 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 5 

2242 

8 

2 

2 

1 



» 5 

1460 

5 

— 



1 

_ 

J J 

4620 

18 

4 

4 

1 

B 

> > 

6097 

24 

3 

3 

_ 

_ 

1904 

7 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

J 5 

6720 

26 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

10557 

42 

— 

__ 



_ 

3519 

14 

- 



_ 



6325 

25 

- 







5 ? 

1344 

5 

— 

_ 





> ? 

10962 

43 

6 

6 

1 

_ 

5 5 

2426 

9 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

» > 

1516 

6 

1 

1 

_ 

5 ? 

1170 

4 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

> * 

2327 

9 

2 

2 

1 



>3 

5692 

22 

2 

2 

1 

8-h.p.  steam  engine 

19890 

79 

3 

3 

1 

_ 

Nil 

1539 

25 

_ 

8 

— 

8 

_ 

1 

3 3 

1410 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

3 3 

669 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 



_ 

3 3 

1336 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 3 

1336 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



8-h  p.  steam  engine 

10540 

42 

— 

— 

6 

6 

1 

3 

3 3 

14400 

57 

1 

6 

5 

12 

_ 

3 3 

27750 

111 

_ 

19 

24 

43 

3 3 

10237 

40 

_ 

2 

6 

8 

Nil 

2200 

8 

2 

_ 

— 

2 

1 



3 3 

2200 

8 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2£-h.p.  gas  engine 

1689 

6 

4 

4 

1 

1050 

4 

1 

1889 

7 

1 

Nil 

1396 

5 

1 

1 

1 



3 3 

4410 

17 

2 

2 

1 



3 3 

4041 

16 

4 

4 

1 

_ 

4056 

16 

3 

3 

Nil 

20160 

80 

2 

2 

1 1 

\ 

14910 

59 

3 

3 

l 

t - 

5577 

22 

1 

1 

J 

J 

Means  of  lighting 

Means  of 
warming 

Means  of  ventilation 

Means  of  escape 
from  fire 

REMARKS 

Gas  and  by  windows 

Nil 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings 

doorway 

not  in  use  at  present 

Gas,  windows  and  skylights 

» > 

Windows  and  skylights 

doorways  at  each  enc 

fair 

Gas  and  windows 

> 1 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings 

doorway 

fair  condition 

Windows  and  skylights 

> > 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings 

two  doorwa}7s 

Window 

J > 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings 

doorway 

ceiling  limewashed 

Windows 

> > 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings 

ditto 

ceiling,  walls,  and  floor  cleansed 

Windows  and  skylights 

J 5 

Windows  and  skylights 

ditto 

fair  condition 

Windows  and  skylights 

> J 

Windows,  skylights  and  gratings 

ditto 

floor  cleansed 

Windows 

> i 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

fair  condition,  floor  cleansed 

Windows  and  gratings 

? 1 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

fair  condition 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

5 1 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

ditto 

Window 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

ditto 

Window  and  fanlight 

Nil 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

fair  condition 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Gas,  window  and  doors 

> > 

1 > 

Skylight  and  gratings 

Skylight  and  gratings 

doorway 

ditto 

good  condition 
not  in  use 

Gas,  window  and  doors 

Windows,  gratings  and  doorways 

ditto 

fair  condition 

Gas,  window  and  doors 

Windows,  gratings  and  doorways 

doorways 

ditto 

Gas,  windows  and  doors  .. 

> 5 

Windows,  gratings  and  doorways 

ditto 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

J J 

Windows  and  doorways 

ditto 

not  in  use  at  present 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

Windows  and  doorways 

ditto 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

Windows  and  doorways 

ditto 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

1 * 

Windows  and  doorways 

ditto 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

> > 

Windows  and  doorways  ... 

ditto 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

Skylights  and  doorway 

ditto 

fair  condition 

Skylight  and  windows 

Skylights  and  doorway 

doorway 

ditto 

Skylight  and  windows 

Skylights  and  doorway 

ditto 

ditto 

Windows 

Windows  and  doorway 

ditto 

fair  condition,  drains  re-laid 

Windows 

Windows 

doorways 

fair  condition 

Glass  roof  and  gas  ... 

Coal  stove 

Skylight  and  doorways 

doorways  at  each  end 

ditto 

Skylight  and  doorways 

Nil 

Doorways 

doorways 

ditto 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Fireplaces 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

wood  staircases 

limewashed 

and 

inside  house 

ditto 

stoves 

ditto 

ditto 

fair  condition 

Skylight,  gas  and  windows 

Steam 

Windows  and  fans  .. 

doorways 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

not  in  use  at  present 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Coal  stove 

Windows 

svood  staircase  inside 

fair  condition 

and  doorway 

ditto 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  fireplace  ...  ... 

wood  staircase  inside 

Window 

Window  and  fireplace 

doorways 

ditto 

Windows 

Oil  stoves 

Windows  and  doorway 

doorways 

ditto 

Skylights  and  windows 

Nil 

Windows  and  doorway 

wood  staircase  out- 

ditto 

Skylights  and  windows 

side 

drains  re-laid,  &c.f  pan  privj 

Skylights  and  windows 

Nil 

Windows  and  doorways 

doorways  c 

on  verted  to  w.c.,  fair  condition 

fair  condition 

• 


TABLE  Vlll. — continued. 


No. 

in 

Regis- 

ter. 

Nature  of  work  carried  on. 

Nature  and  amount  of 
moving  power. 

32 

Carpentry  and  joinery 

Nil 

33 

ditto  

9 9 

34 

ditto  

5 9 

35 

Cabinet  Making  

n 

36 

Plumbing  and  Gasfitting  ... 

5 5 

37 

Tailoring 

5 5 

33 

Sboemaking 

9 9 

39 

ditto 

9 9 

40 

ditto 

9 4 

41 

ditto  

42 

Millinery  

4 4 

43 

ditto  

44 

44 

Dressmaking 

4 4 

45 

ditto 

4 4 

46 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery 

44 

47 

Sausage-skin  Manufactory 

4 4 

43 

Clock  Material  Manufactory 

Gas  engine 

49 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairer 

Nil 

50 

Shoemaking  ... 

4 4 

51 

Baking,  <fcc.  ... 

4 9 

52 

ditto 

, y 

53 

Carpentry  and  Joinery 

4 • 

54 

Baking,  &c. 

4 4 

55 

Harness  Making 

56 

Dressmaking... 

4 4 

57 

Millinery 

4 4 

ditto 

53 

Dressmaking 

4 4 

59 

Boot  Repairing 

* 4 

60 

ditto  

4 4 

ditto  

61 

Dressmaking  and  Tailoring 

4 4 

62 

Cabinet  Making 

44 

ditto 

63 

Dressmaking 

4 4 

64 

Tailoring 

65 

Dressmaking 

ditto  

• 4 

66 

ditto 

67 

ditto  

68 

ditto 

69 

ditto 

70 

ditto  

4 4 

Cubic 

capacity 

No.  of 

persons 
that 
may  be 
em- 
ployed 

No  of  persons 
employed. 

Water  closet 

accommodation 

Means  of  lighting. 

Means  of 
warming 

Means  of  ventilation 

Means  of  escape 
from  fire 

c 

<D 

a 

<D 

s 

1 

Youug 

persons 

Children 

C$ 

o 

a; 

M 

g 

a 

° 

4508 

18 

l 

1312 

5 

_ 

1— 

Windows 

Nil 

Windows 

doorway 

4056 

16 

4 

4 

l 

j 

6090 

24 

4 

4 

Windows  and  gas 

Gas  stove 

Windows  and  doorways  ... 

wood  stairs  inside 

and  doorway 

1596 

6 

3 

3 

l 

— 

Window  and  doorway 

Coal  stove 

Windows  and  doorways 

doorway 

1890 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1420 

5 

1 

] 

— . 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Fireplace 

W indows  and  fireplace 

wood  stairs  and 

doorway 

3375 

13 

3 

3 

6 

1 

Nil 

Doorways 

staircase 

3712 

14 

9, 

2 

4 

_ 

Windows 

Coal  stove 

d oorway 

1167 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

— 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  fireplace 

doorway  & staircase 

1512 

6 

— 

Window,  fanlight  and  gas 

Gas 

Doorway 

doorway 

848 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Window 

Fireplace 

Window  and  fireplace 

ditto 

494 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Gas 

Iron  grating  and  fanlight  ... 

ditto 

1248 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Oil  stove 

Fanlight 

ditto 

1188 

4 

2 

2 

l 

Window 

Fireplace 

Window,  fanlight  and  fireplace  ... 

ditto 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Fireplaces 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

ditto 

1104 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

9 9 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

doorway  & staircase 

1817 

7 

2 

5 

7 

Windows  and  gas 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

ditto 

1579 

6 



1 

i 

2 

i 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

ditto 

1350 

5 

3 

2 

5 

l 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

staircase 

1763 

7 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

l 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

doorway 

2907 

n 

8 

8 

l 

Windows  and  gas  ... 

9 9 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

staircase 

4851 

18 

1 

— 

1 

l 

Windows,  gas  and  louvres 

Coal  stove 

Skylight  and  louvres 

doorway 

2998 

12 

91 

3 

5 

1 

i 

Windows  and  skylights 

9 9 

Windows 

ditto 

1031 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Windows  and  skylights 

Door  and  window  ... 

w’d  staircase  outside 

506 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Windows  and  skylights  

Windows  and  ventilation  bricks  ... 

doorway 

2410 

9 

3 

3 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Gas 

Windows  and  ventilation  bricks  .. 

ditto 

2771 

11 

4 

4 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

2342 

9 

2 

2 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Oil  stove 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

4000 

16 

4 

4 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Gas  and 

Windows  and  doors  

ditto 

ovens 

1197 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

1250 

5 

2 

2 

4 

l 

Windows 

Windows  and  doors 

wooden  staircase 

1657 

6 

_ 

4 

4 

i 

Windows 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

1046 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Windows 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

1339 

5 

5 

1 

6 

i 

Windows 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

1188 

4 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Windows 

Windows  and  doors  

doorway 

1484 

5 

3 

3 

1 



Windows 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

& oil  stove 

1567 

6 

1 

1 

Windows 

Windows  and  doors  

ditto 

1260 

5 

3 

3 

i 

Windows 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  doors 

staircase 

5494 

21 

3 

3 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Nil 

Windows,  skylight,  lift  and  doors 

lift,  doors  & staircase 

1639 

6 

1 

1 

i 

Windows  and  doors 

Windows,  skylight,  lift  and  doors 

ditto 

958 

3 

2 

1 

3 

i 

Window 

Fireplace 

Window  and  door  ... 

staircase  inside 

1276 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Window 

Window  and  door  ... 

ditto 

1334 

5 

4 

1 

5 

i 

Window 

Window  and  door 

ditto 

564 

2 

1 

1 

Window 

Window  and  door 

ditto 

1111 

4 

2 

2 

i 

Window  and  oil  lamps 

Window  and  fireplace 

ditto 

756 

3 

1 

1 

i 

Window  and  oil  lamps 

Window  and  fireplace 

ditto 

1250 

5 

1 

1 

i 

Window  and  gas 

Window  and  fireplace 

ditto 

1338 

5 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Window  and  gas 

Window  and  fireplace 

ditto 

1061 

4 

2 

2 

1 4 

i 

Window  and  gas 

9 9 

Window  and  fireplace  

ditto 

REMARKS. 


not  in  use  at  present 
ditto 

fair  condition 

not  in  use  at  present 

fair  condition 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

not  in  use  at  present 
fair 
ditto 
ditto 

fair  condition 
ditto 

additional  w.c.  provided,  &c., 
fair  condition 
ditto 

fair 

fair  condition 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

not  in  use 
new  premises 
ditto 

fair  condition 
new  premises 

fair  condition 
not  in  use 
fair  condition 
citto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
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TABLE  IX.—  Erdington  Urban  District. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and 

Homework. 


1. — INSPECTION  : Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector 

or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec- 

Written 

Prose- 

tions 

notices 

cution8 

Factories  ( including  Factory  Laundries ) ... 

14 

2 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

105 

5 

Total 

119 

hr 

7 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of 


Particulars. 

Fou  nd 

Reme- 

died 

Prose- 

cutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

3 

3 

Other  Nuisances 

9 

9 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation 

3 

3 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Accommodation  not  Separate  for  Sexes... 

1 

1 

Total 

18 

18 

. . . 

3.— HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Addresses  of  Out- 
workers. 

Inspection 
of  Out- 
workers 
premises 

Received 
from  ocher 
Councils 

Forwarded 
to  other 
Councils 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  &e. 

9 

21 

ii  Cleaning  and  Washing... 

• . . 

• • • 

• • . 

Paper  Bags  and  Boxes... 

1 

2 

Total 

10 

oq 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  70 


TABLE  X.  Erdington  Urban  District. 
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CO 

o 

05 


© 

rH 

p 

l”D 


-t-s 

o 

a: 


o 

t— ( 
c-0 


© 


F— H 
© 
fc> 


H 


05 

4-3 


o 

• *-H 

f-l 

4-3 

CO 

• r— 4 

P 

0) 

> 

o 

rO 

aS 


© 


S- 1 
05 
-05 


© 


e+-i 

O 


© 

CO 

o 

co 


00 


© 

co 


£ 

o 

CO 


© 

O 


p c 

f-l 

r-* 

4-3 

© 


Number 

of 

eonscien 

tious 

objection 

certificates 

20 

0 

20 

Number  of 

Cases 
remaining 
un  vaccinated 

at  date  of 

this  return. 

CO  r— < 

Number 
of  Cases 
not  to  be 
found. 

^ 10 

3 

CO 

r—H 

Removals 
to  other 
Districts  out 
of  the 
Union. 

2 

6 

00 

Cases  under 
Postpone- 
ment. 

r“H 

lO 

Died 

before 

Vac- 

cination. 

CO  CO 

CO 

r 

Insuscep- 
tible of 
Vac- 
cination. 

CD  r— 1 

c- 

Number 
of  these 
Cases 
success- 
fully 
Vac- 
cinated. 

559 

73 

Cl 

CO 

CD 

Number  of  * 
Births 
registered 
during  the 
year  ended 
30th  June, 
1908. 

646 

87 

CO 

CO 

1C- 

Vaccination 

Districts. 

Erdington 

Witton... 

Totals 

Erdington,  ERNEST  HATE  LEY, 

December  19th , i<90£,  Vaccination  Officer. 
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TABLE  XL— Erdington  Urban  District. 


Systematic  house  = to  = house  Inspection. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected,  1691. 


The  following  is  a table  showing  the  nuisances  and  defects 
discovered  in  the  course  of  the  House-to-House  Inspection  : — 


Obstructed  or  defective  drains 

• . * 

« • • • « . 

129 

Defective  or  broken  W.C.’s  ... 

... 

...  ... 

133 

Dirty  houses  or  parts  thereof 

...  ... 

23 

Defective  floors,  ceilings,  walls,  Ac  ... 

... 

18 

Defective  sinks 

... 

69 

Defective  spouting  or  roofs 

... 

71 

Defective  yard  or  entry  paving 

... 

89 

Over-crowding 

... 

0 

Animals  and  poultry  kspt  so  as  to  be  a 

nuisance 

. 

68 

Houses  without  efficient  ventilation 
open,  Ac.) 

(windows 

made  to 

* • • • • « 

8 

Other  nuisances 

... 

•21 

Total 

629 

